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1. The New UK-Andean Countries Trade Agreement 

Following the UK’s departure from the European Union (EU), and recognizing the Andean Community as an important 
and growing partner for the UK with potential to increase and diversify our trade and investment relationship, both 
parties have agreed to continue this relationship through the new UK-Andean Countries Trade Agreement, signed in 
2019. This Agreement reproduces the effects of the existing EU-Andean Countries Trade Agreement, and is intended 
to give certainty for business and avoid any trade disruption after the end of the Transition Period1. 

The EU-Andean Countries Trade Agreement has ceased to apply to the UK. The UK-Andean Countries Trade 
Agreement has been in force since 1st January 2021 with Ecuador and Peru. Considering that some internal 
procedures for its ratification are pending in Colombia, we have agreed to apply an alternative arrangement, which 
ensures continuity in trading conditions with Colombia, even if the Trade Agreement is not yet into force.  For more 
information on this, you can contact our Trade Policy Officer for the Andean Region, Andrea Perez. 

2. Forms and Paperwork: Origin Certificates and 

Declarations 

Proof of Origin will remain the same within the new Agreement. This means that: 

● If you are an approved exporter with an authorization number from the competent authority, you can 
continue to provide an “invoice declaration” as a proof of origin. Refer to page 34 of the UK-Andean Countries 
Trade Agreement to find out the text that should be declared in the invoice. 

● If the above does not apply to your business, you shall continue to apply for the EUR.1 Movement Certificate. 
The EUR.1 will remain as a valid Proof of Origin within the new Agreement and will require the same 
information. The only difference in the filling out will be that boxes 2. and 4. shall show the UK as the place of 
origin rather than the EU. Updated certificates of origin will be available as soon as the agreement takes effect 
from your usual providers, such as Chambers of Commerce. 

● If you expect goods to be in transit when the UK-Andean Countries Trade Agreement enters into force, you 
might be required to obtain a retrospective certificate of origin. This will show that the goods originated in 
the UK and are eligible for preferential terms if your goods arrive on the date, or within 12 months after, the 
UK-Andean Countries Trade Agreement starts to apply. We strongly recommend you obtaining the 
retrospective certificate of origin from your usual provider as soon as the agreement takes effect.  

3. Preferential Tariff Rates and Quotas  

● Preferential tariff rates are offered by the importing country when exported products comply with the rules of 
origin specified in the Trade Agreement. The UK-Andean Countries Trade Agreement maintains the same 
rules of origin that currently apply within the EU-Andean Countries Trade Agreement. 

 

                                                
1 Period agreed between the UK and the EU during which the EU legislation and the trade agreements that the EU has 
with third countries still applied to the UK. The Transition Period started in February 1st, 2020 and lasted until 
December 31st, 2020. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/808914/MS_22.2019_Andean_Trade.pdf
mailto:andrea.perez@fcdo.gov.uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/808914/MS_22.2019_Andean_Trade.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/808914/MS_22.2019_Andean_Trade.pdf


 

 

● Existing preferential tariff rates for bilateral trade in goods between the UK and the Andean Countries, that 
were granted under the EU-Andean Countries Trade Agreement, will continue to apply within the framework of 
the UK-Andean Countries Trade Agreement. Tariff liberalisation schedules will continue as set out in the 
EU-Andean Countries trade Agreement.                                                          

● Refer to the Annex of this document to find examples of how tariff liberalisation schedules will continue to 
operate without disruption within the UK-Andean Countries Trade Agreement for UK products entering the 
Andean countries. Most of the main UK products exported to the Andean countries will enjoy total 
liberalisation or will pay very low tariffs from the first year of application of the UK-Andean Countries Trade 
Agreement. 

● Similarly, the great majority of the Andean products enjoyed total tariff liberalization under the EU-Andean 
Countries Trade Agreement and they will continue as such within the new Agreement with the UK. Bananas 
coming into the UK from the Andean Countries will continue to pay the lowest preferential tariff set out in the 
Agreement: 75.00 EUR / 1000 kg. 

● You can check what are the tariffs and other duties, customs procedures, rules of origin, and regulations (per 
product and per country) for exporting goods to and from the UK, by using the following tools: 

i) check how to export goods (CHEG) helps UK businesses prepare their goods for export to another 
country; 

ii) trade with the UK (TWUK) provides overseas businesses with information on UK tariffs, regulations and 
other key processes to help them trade with the UK effectively.  

● In some cases, if you are not able to comply with the Agreement’s rules of origin, the non-preferential applied 
rates may apply. However, for goods entering the UK, in fact, these may be lower than the ones that were 
applied under the EU legislation, because of changes in the UK’s Most Favoured Nation tariff schedule (the 
“UK Global Tariff”). 

● Tariff Rate Quotas (TRQs) and Origin Quotas (alternative rules of origin that can be applied to specific 
products within the Agreement) have been tailored in the UK-Andean Countries Trade Agreement to adapt 
their volumes to the UK-Andean Countries trade relation. Please see tables 4 to 9 (for TRQs) and 16 to 17 
(Origin Quotas) of the Parliamentary Report on the Agreement, which details these new volumes. 

4. Origin Cumulation 

● Origin Cumulation is the ability to consider materials from, or processing carried out in, another country as 
meeting originating criteria when incorporated into your export product. The criteria to meet origin cumulation 
are set out in the Agreement, but the main requirement is that working or processing of cumulated goods 
should go beyond the minimal operations listed in the Agreement. 

● The new UK-Andean Countries Trade Agreement allows the UK and the Andean countries to cumulate origin 
with the EU countries. Thus: 

i) If you are a UK exporter, you can continue to use EU materials or processing in your exports to the 
Andean countries.  

ii) If you are an Andean exporter, you can use EU materials in your exports to the UK. 

● The new UK-Andean Countries Trade Agreement will also allow for cumulation between all the parties of the 
Agreement. This means that cumulation is allowed between the UK and the Andean countries, and between 
the three Andean Countries.  

https://www.gov.uk/check-duties-customs-exporting
https://www.gov.uk/get-rules-tariffs-trade-with-uk
https://www.check-future-uk-trade-tariffs.service.gov.uk/tariff?q=&n=25&p=1
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/808947/UK-Andean_countries_trade_agreement_parliamentary_report.pdf


 

 

● In addition, the Andean countries will continue to be able to cumulate with other countries to export to the UK. 
These countries are: Bolivia, Venezuela and the Central American countries (Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama). 

5. Goods in Transit in any EU country 

● UK’s or Andeans countries’ goods in transit through the EU will not be subject to the same limitations as those 
in transit through other third countries. Thus, consignments in the EU may undergo operations including 
unloading, reloading, splitting, storing, labelling, marking or any operation designed to preserve them in 
good condition provided they remain under customs surveillance.   

● Transit through any other third country is possible provided your goods remain under customs surveillance and 
do not undergo operations other than unloading, reloading or any operation designed to preserve them in 
good condition.  

6. Important Information for Key Goods 

● To import animals, animal products and high-risk food and feed not of animal origin into Great Britain, you will 
need to register for the new Import of Products, Animals, Food and Feed System (IPAFFS). Businesses will 
not be able to import into Great Britain using the EU’s TRACES system from 1 January, but businesses must 
continue to use TRACES to notify of any imports arriving in Northern Ireland. 

Find further info on Importing animals, animal products and high-risk food and feed not of animal origin 
from 1 January 2021 

  Find information on how to register to IPAFSS on its Guidance 

● If you are a UK exporter of animals and animal products to Non-EU countries, find information on how to obtain 
an Export Health Certificate. 

● If you are a UK exporter of animal products to Non-EU countries, find here information on how to obtain an 
Export Health Certificate. 

● Find guidance on importing and exporting fresh fruit and vegetable between the UK and non-EU countries. 

● The UK has retained in its internal legislation the EU’s regulation to control, deter and prevent Illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing. Therefore, if you are a third country exporter of fish and fish 
products to the UK, you will continue to need a catch certificate to export your products to the UK. See more 
in importing or moving fish to the UK. 

● Organic products produced in Great Britain (GB) will not use the EU Organic Logo any more to export to 
non-EU countries. Northern Ireland's (NI) organic products will remain under the EU legislation. If you are an 
organic exporter or importer to the UK, find more information in Organic Food: Labelling Rules. 

● Find further guidance on Trading in drug precursors from 2021 

● Find out which are the UK exporting controlled goods that will require an Export Licence.  

● Find out which are the products that require an Import Licence to enter the UK. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-animals-animal-products-and-high-risk-food-and-feed-not-of-animal-origin-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-animals-animal-products-and-high-risk-food-and-feed-not-of-animal-origin-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-of-products-animals-food-and-feed-system
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-an-export-health-certificate
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-an-export-health-certificate
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/fresh-fruit-and-vegetable-marketing-standards-from-1-january-2021#importing-from-a-non-eu-country-via-the-eu-to-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-or-moving-fish-to-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-or-moving-fish-to-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-and-labelling-organic-food-from-1-january-2021#importing-organic-food-from-non-eu-countries-to-gb
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/trading-in-drug-precursors-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/exporting-controlled-goods-after-eu-exit?utm_campaign=transition_p2&utm_medium=organic&utm_source=ogd_dit_drct&utm_content=ukb_act11
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-controls


 

 

7. Additional Information 

● For more information about the new agreement check the UK-Andean Countries Trade Agreement Guidance  

● Find information on the necessary procedures as a UK exporter on Exporting and doing business abroad 

● Find information on the general procedures to enter goods into the UK market on Trading with the UK as an 
overseas exporter 

● For more information on what may apply to your business or organisation check Brexit Transition. 

● From 1 January 2021, the Northern Ireland Protocol will come into effect. Find out how the Northern Ireland 
Protocol could affect your business. 

● Freight forwarding may save you time and money if you’re exporting large volumes of goods or high value 
items by sea or air freight. Find out more about freight forwarders in the UK. 

 

8. Contact 

● If you have queries about trade from 1 January 2021 contact the Department for International Trade (DIT) if 
you are a UK-based business. If you are based outside the UK, you can contact us here. 

● Should you wish to speak to someone face to face, we have local trade offices based around the UK. Within 
each office, you can contact an international trade advisor. Find your local trade office. 

● If you are a UK exporter, you can help us know the difficulties that you are having to enter a specific market, 
by reporting the Market Access Barrier. 

● If you have specific tariff code classification queries, you can contact the Tariff Classification Service Enquiry 
Line.  

● For country-specific or region-specific queries, feel free to contact our regional Trade Policy Officer for the 
Andean Region Andrea Perez. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/summary-of-uk-andean-countries-trade-agreement
https://www.gov.uk/starting-to-export/outside-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/trading-with-the-uk-as-an-overseas-exporter#import-procedures
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/trading-with-the-uk-as-an-overseas-exporter#import-procedures
https://www.gov.uk/transition
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/moving-goods-under-the-northern-ireland-protocol
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/moving-goods-under-the-northern-ireland-protocol
https://www.great.gov.uk/advice/moving-goods-and-using-freight-forwarders/
https://www.great.gov.uk/eu-exit-news/contact/
https://www.great.gov.uk/international/contact/
https://www.great.gov.uk/contact/office-finder/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/report-a-trade-barrier#how-to-report-a-trade-barrier
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-revenue-customs/contact/tariff-classification-service
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-revenue-customs/contact/tariff-classification-service
mailto:andrea.perez@fcdo.gov.uk


 

 

9. ANNEX I 

The tariff liberalisation schedules for UK products to enter Colombia and Peru will continue to be calculated from 
2013, the year in which the EU Trade Agreement entered into force for these countries.  

 

5 Main UK non-oil products exported to Colombia (2017-2019 
Grand Total) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5 Main UK non-oil products exported to Peru (2017-2019 
Grand Total) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The tariff liberalisation schedules for UK products to enter Ecuador will continue to be calculated from 2017, the year in 
which the EU Trade Agreement entered into force with Ecuador.  

 

5 Main UK non-oil products exported to Ecuador (2017-2019 
Grand Total) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annex Sources: 

 HMRC/UK Trade Info for selecting main exporting products 

 Trade Agreement for identifying tariff liberalization schedules  

 Check how to export goods tool for identifying current and MFN rates 
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 Legal disclaimer 

Whereas every effort has been made 
to ensure that the information in this 
document is accurate the Department 
for International Trade does not 
accept liability for any errors, 
omissions or misleading statements, 
and no warranty is given or 
responsibility accepted as to the 
standing of any individual, firm, 
company or other organisation 
mentioned. 

Copyright 

© Crown Copyright 2020 

You may re-use this publication (not 
including logos) free of charge in any 
format or medium, under the terms of the 
Open Government Licence.  

To view this licence visit: 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gov.uk. 

Where we have identified any third party 
copyright information in the material that 
you wish to use, you will need to obtain 
permission from the copyright holder(s) 
concerned. 

This document is also available on our 
website at gov.uk/dit 

Any enquiries regarding this publication 
should be sent to us at 

enquiries@trade.gov.uk 
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