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The Office for Product Safety and Standards is part of the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy.
We strive to enhance protections for consumers and the environment and drive increased productivity, growth
and business confidence.

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-for-product-safety-and-standards
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Re: Clarifications Regarding UK Government’s Good Manufacturing Practice Certification for
Cosmetics

To: National Medical Products Administration,

As part of the UK Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), the Office
for Product Safety and Standards (OPSS) is the UK national regulator for consumer products
including cosmetics. BEIS-OPSS is thus the UK competent authority responsible for the
supervision of cosmetic products.

Since the overarching Cosmetic Supervision and Administration Regulation (CSAR) and its
implementing texts came into force on 1 May 2021, BEIS-OPSS has implemented a system
whereby brands and companies manufacturing cosmetics in the UK can provide evidence of
compliance with Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP). On approval, a GMP certificate is
issued by the UK Government for export to China.

The CSAR Instructions for Cosmetic Notification and Registration Dossiers, Article 33.2,
requires the certificates to be issued by “the responsible government department of the
country/region where [the manufacturers] are based”. A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
has been signed between BEIS-OPSS and the UK Department for International Trade (DIT),
which outlines the UK GMP certification issuing arrangement. Through this MoU, BEIS-OPSS
has authorised DIT to issue such GMP certificates.

The Review Team within the Office for Product Safety and Standards continues to review this
arrangement with the Import Licensing Branch of DIT to ensure quality and accuracy of the
issuing is indefinitely sustained. Applications for UK Government issued GMP certificates are
thus overseen by BEIS-OPSS and issued by the DIT Import Licensing Branch (DIT-ILB) on
behalf of, and as authorised by, BEIS-OPSS.

Yours sincerely,

Graham Russell MBE
CEO, Office for Product Safety and Standards
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