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Book: Fraser, M. Policing the Home Front 1914-1918: The control of the British Population at 

war. Published by Routledge in 2019. Now available in paperback and e-book. 

 

 

What motivated you to write/edit the book? 

This book explores the main areas of police work during the First World War, as seen by the police 

themselves (mainly the policeman on the beat rather than the police authorities). In it we hear 

about the lives of the policemen and their incorporated families, with their struggles and daily 

work. I could find little on the work of the police during the First World War and already 

understood they had massive pressures on them from many new duties associated with the war 

for example monitoring lighting, checking exemption to conscription certificates etc. but I 

couldn’t find a wider picture of police work during this time, so this book sets the territory. 

Researching it was a real eye-opener to what life was like for the ordinary citizen during WW1. 



2 
 

What are the book’s key contributions to the existing literature? 

The primary source uses a popular police journal The Police Review and Parade Gossip. 

 

This was a mouthpiece for the policeman on the beat and campaigned vigorously for their rights, 

such as the delayed implementation of Police (Weekly-Rest Day) Bill, 1910, which was still not 

implemented in every police force by 1915. Each issue contained an Editorial interpreting key 

events for readers, letters from individual policemen and their wives, news items from individual 

forces, parliamentary debates with relevance to the police, education columns to increase 

literacy and numeracy, and a Wives’ Column. So it showed the culture of police forces at the time, 

with detail of how the ordinary policeman spoke about their work and their struggles during the 

war and the struggles of their families, particularly their wives, to support them, who were 

incorporated into the police force. 
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What most surprised you in working on the book? 

I was fascinated to see the controversies that arose in which the police were involved, for example, the 

request by the Home Office that the police should put surveillance on all women in receipt of the war 

separation allowance, which was given to all wives of army and navy recruits. This created a national 

uproar with which the police had to deal to protect their public image. Also the way that conscription led, 

in late 1917 and 1918 to strife between officers about who was sent to war and who remained at home, 

with accusations of favouritism by senior officers who made the choices. A third example I’ve presented 

in a paper here, that around 500 policemen with previous agricultural experience were released to help 

farmers plough the fields in the threat of population starvation in early 1917 with government policies to 

increase home food production by helping farmers to plough the land to increase crop production. All 

fascinating stuff. 

Who should read it? 

Anyone with an interest in the Home Front in the First World War. It provides insights into British life that 

I have not found elsewhere. 

Is the book a valuable teaching resource? If so, for what topic/level? 

Yes, likely at undergraduate and post-graduate levels.  

 


