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The
European
Green 
Deal 

Mobilising industry 
for a clean and circular economy

Preserving and restoring 
ecosystems and biodiversity

From ‘Farm to Fork’: a fair, healthy and 
environmentally friendly food system 

Building and renovating in an 
energy and resource efficient way

Accelerating the shift to 
sustainable and smart 
mobility

Increasing the EU’s Climate 
ambition for 2030 and 2050

Supplying clean, affordable 
and secure energy

A zero pollution ambition 
for a toxic-free 
environment

A European 
Climate Pact

The EU as a 
global leader

The European Green Deal – new economic model for EU

Transforming the 
EU’s economy for a 
sustainable future

And leaving
no one behind 



Biorefinery Glas: Ireland's first 
grass-fed biorefinery

GO-ACBD: Biodegradable mulch 
films to reduce the plastic 

footprint in agriculture

Agriplus: Renewable energy and 
recycling of fermentation residues

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/find-connect/projects

Hemp - from catch crop to textileMunter: Added Value for 
Agriculture and Nature

Examples of EIP-AGRI
Operational Groups

…and many other inspiring examples:



17%
8,3%

Bioeconomy in the EU

JRC, 2017 - https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/sites/jrcsh/files/kcb_brief_bioeconomics_2008-2017.pdf



17%
8,3%

Bio-based industries are becoming more important

Source: https://datam.jrc.ec.europa.eu/datam/mashup/BIOECONOMICS/

Food, beverage 
and tobacco

Bio-based textile

Paper

Bio-based chemicals (9.6 bn €) 
pharmaceuticals (46.6 bn €) 
plastics and rubber (4.1 bn €)

Wood products 
and furniture

BB industries in EU*
• 7.55 million workers

• € 393 billion of value 
added

• 5.3% growth from 2016 
to 2017

*Construction and waste treatment 
are not accounted for

Development of value added growth in the bio-based
industries between 2008 and 2017 in EU27 (mio €)



https://datam.jrc.ec.europa.eu/datam/mashup/BIOMASS_FLOWS/index.html

Biomass flow in the EU (+UK)

69%

31%

0.1%

agricultural biomass

woody biomass

seafood

48%

18%

13%
21%

To meet the climate objectives:

 Increase biomass supply

 Biomass sustainability



Rural Areas
promote employment, growth, social inclusion and 

local development in rural areas,
including bio-economy and sustainable forestry

9 common 
specific
CAP

OBJECTIVES

Landscapes & 
Biodiversity

Resource
Management 

Climate Change
contribute to CC mitigation and 
adaptation, as well as sustainable energy

Power in Food Chain

Competitiveness

Viable Income

Food and Health,
Animal welfare

Generational Renewal

Future CAP common 
specific objectives

Cross-cutting objective
KNOWLEDGE & 
INNOVATION



Opportunities in the national CAP plans
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GAEC 2: Protection of carbon-rich soils
GAEC 4: Protection of river courses against pollution and run-off
GAEC 7: No bare soil in most sensitive period(s)

and
SMR  2 – Nitrates Directive (in case of use of manure in biodigesters)
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Eco-schemes

Establishment of systems, e.g. 
paludiculture, which will produce biomass

Change of crop rotation, which will include 
coverage in sensitive period with variety of 
established and novel crops for anaerobic 
digestion (e.g. intermediate crops)

Enlarge strips beyond conditionality, 
allowing harvest of biomass without 
compromising the filtering function

Rural Development

Investments

Exchange of knowledge and information

Cooperation

New businesses and young farmers

Voluntary 
Coupled Support 

(SRC and 
others)

Voluntary 
Coupled Support 

(SRC and 
others)



Widening Participation and Strengthening the European Research Area

Reforming and Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation and spreading excellence

Pillar 1
Excellent Science

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie 
Actions

Research Infrastructures

Pillar 3
Innovative Europe

European Innovation Council

European innovation 
ecosystems

European Institute of 
Innovation 

and Technology

Pillar 2
Global Challenges and 
European Industrial 
Competitiveness

• Health
• Culture, Creativity and 

Inclusive Society 
• Civil Security for Society
• Digital, Industry and Space
• Climate, Energy and Mobility
• Food, Bioeconomy, 

Natural Resources, 
Agriculture and Environment

Joint Research Centre
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EUR 9 bn. for Cluster 6 “Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment”

Horizon Europe



Policies priorities translated in 
Horizon Europe Cluster 6

Cluster 6
Work Programme 

2021-2022

Cluster 6
Work Programme 

2023-2024

Published soon!



Agroecology living labs and 
research infrastructures

Animals health and welfare

Agriculture of data Safe and sustainable 
food systems 

Forests and Forestry 
for a Sustainable 

Future

Circular 
Biobased 
Europe

European R&I partnerships
2021 2023-2024 2025



Conclusion

• The bioeconomy offers great opportunities for agriculture, forestry and rural areas.

• Many innovative solutions already exist that should now be scaled-up and
deployed at scale.

• Primary producers need to play a more central role into the bioeconomy supply
chain.

• An adequate mix of funding possibilities (in particular CAP and Horizon Europe)
to be identified.



Thank you very much for your attention


